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SERMON before the Societ or 


propagating Chriſtian Know edge 
January 1. 1733. 


On Ern. ii. 12. Zhat at that Time ye were 
without Chriſt, being Aliens from the 
Common- wealth of T/rach, and 55 


From the Covenants of Promiſe, Hadi 
no Hope, and cvithout God in the Wor 


Eur HE Knowledge of the Diſeaſe, 

: | EM: is neceſſary for finding out and 
applying the Remedy, and in 
no Caſe more neceſſary than in 
the great Diſeaſe of the Dark 


neſs and Miſery of. our Souls: 


1 to put it into the Hearts of ma- 
ny good Chirifilans, of different Ranks, to think up- 


It has pleaſed our gracious God 


— 


on the wretched Condition of ſuch as are in a State | 
of Ignorance and Alienation from God, and to im- 
ploy their * and Subſtance for finding a, Reme- | 
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LF Milery of ignorant unconverted Sinners, from the 
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f oy; T therefore flatter my ſelt, that it wilt not be 


-unfir, on this Occaſion, to ſpeak of the Diſeaſe and 


Words of the Apoſtle" in our Text, That at that 
Time je were wit hout Chriſt, being Aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael, and Strangers from the Co- 
wvenauts of Promiſe, having no Hope, and without 
Cod in the Morid. The Grammatical Senſe muſt 
be made up by taking in the 11th Verſe, in which 
you ſee the Apoſtle” calls them to remember what 
they were betore their Converſion to ' Chriſtianity : 
And having, as the firſt and moſt obvious Thine, 
taken notice, that they were uncircumciſed Gentiles 
in Oppoſition to the Fows who were circumciſed, 
and were God's only viſible Church; he calls them 
to remember what Condition they were in while in 
that State. Remember, ſays he, (tor that Word is 
to be drawn down from the Beginning ot the « 1th 
Verſe to this) that at that Time ye were without 
Chriſt, being Aliens from the Common wealth of I 
rel, and Strangers from the Covenants of | Promiſe, 
baving uo. Hope, and without God in the World. 

It is evident, that the Subject which naturally 
falls to be diſcourſed upon from theſe Words, is, 
{ 'The, wretched Condition of ſuch as ate ignorant of 
}, Chriſt and of the Way to Salvation by him, either 
by their being without the external Communion of 
1. the Church, or unconverted while they are within 
it. And in diſcourſing upom it, I ſhall endeavour, 
as the Lord enables, I. To ſpeak of the miſerable 
Condition of ſuch as are without the Church, as it 
is here deſcribed in rhe Caſe of the unconverted E- 
pbeſiaus. II. Ot the Condition of nominal Chriſti- 
ans, who by Name are within the Church, but are 


not 
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not converted. III. Of the Miſery of both. IV. 1 
ſhall make ſome Inferences from the whole, _ 
I. I am to ſpeak of the Condition of Men, | 
without the Church, as it is here deſcribed in ſeve= * 
ral very ſtrong Expreſſions : Ot theſæ Expreſſions 
there are five, which I thall run over and briefly ex- 

; plain as they ly in order. | + AN 
1. The Apoſtle tells the Epheſians and calls them 
to remember ir, That at that Time, to wit, the 
Time before their Converſion to Chriſtianity, then 
were without Chriſt ; without the true Knowledge | 
of Chriſt, the only Meſſiah and Mediator berwixt. . 
God and Man; without any Union with him, and 
without all Communion with him in the Bleſſings 
of his Purchaſe. All who are without the Church 
are in this State, they are Strangers to. Chriſt ; ute 
terly unacquainted with him, who is the only Way, 
the Truth and the Life; they neither truly know 
him, nor believe in him, nor have any Intereſt in 
him or Benefit by him. All that are without tlie 
| Church are afar oft from Chriſt, till they be brought 
near by his Blood, Eph. ii. 13. 3 
2. Being Aliens from the Common-wealth f 
Iſrael. This is the next Article in the Deſcription of | 
the State of ſuch as are without the Church; and 
with the other three that tollow, eſpecially as the 
Words are tranſlated in our Verſion, may be con- 
ſidered as Proofs of the preceeding One: Tou wers 
without Chriſt, as being Aliens from the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, Straugers from the Covenants of | 
Promiſe, *Tis Miſery enough to be without Chrilt, 
and the ſaving Knowledge of him; and to ſhew, 
that any Perſon or People are without him, and Hran- 

gers to him, is ſufficient to ſhew that they are 

wretched and miſerable, This Clauſe is the 15 o 
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ſhew that they had ar that Time been without Chrifs, 


7 becauſe they had been Aliens from the Common- 


wealth of Iſrael, in which Chriſt was to be born, 
and 'to which he was particularly promiſed. 'The 
Common-wealth of Jrael was founded in the Co- 
venant with Abrabam, and in the Settlement of Ja- 
eob's Poſterity made by Moſes; by which the Fews 
were the only People of God upon Earth, the only 
form*d Socicty in which the Truths of God were 


| truly taught, and the Privileges and Promiſes neceſ- 


fary to Fellowſhip with God were revealed and be- 
wed. The Fews, by their Apoſtacy, forfeited this 
wilege; and the Chriſtian Church, conſiſting of 


| believing Fews and Gentiles, ſucceeded in their 
| Place? Rom. xi. 17. And if ſome of the Branches 


be broken 7 and thou being a. wild Olive Tree, 
Wert graffed in among t them, and with them partak- 
7 the Root and Fatneſs of the Olive Tree : 1 Pet. 

9. Bus ye are à choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſt- 


an boly Nation, a peculiar People, that ye 
ſhould ſbe forth the Praiſes of bim who hath called 
gou out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light : So 


that to be Aliens from the Common-weatth of Iſrael, 


is the ſame as to be without the Communion of the 
Church of God, and deſtitute of all her Privileges. 
The Epheſians before Converſion were Aliens from 
this Common-wealth, or Eſtabliſhment:both in Church 
and State: And all unconverted Gentiles are Stran- 

ers to the true Church, and deſtitute of the Pri- 
nileges and Benefits of it; they are as Foreigners tb 
a privileged Nation, as Aliens from an honeurable 
and happy Family, and have no Title or Claim to 
the Benefits and Privileges of it: They cannot call 
God their Father, nor Chriſt their Redeemer, nor 
Heaven their Inherirance thro him; In all * 
$64 they 
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they are Aliens from the Church and Family of God, 
till by Converſion they be brought into it. And 
then indeed there 1s an happy and glorious Change. 
pb. ii. 19, 20. Now therefore, ye are no more 
Strangers and Foreigners, but Fellow-citizens with 
the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God; aud are 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſiles and Pro- 
pbets, Jeſus Chrift himſelf being the chief Corners 
f 3. They are Strangers to the Covenants of Promiſe. 
By the Covenant or Teſtament, as the Greek Word 
properly ſignifies, is meant the Covenant made with | 
Abraham, wherein God promiſed to be a God unto 
him, and unto his Seed after him, Ger, xvii. 7. 
And I will eftabliſh my Covenant between me and thee, 
and thy Sted after thee, in their Generations, for an 
everlaſting Covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to 
thy Seed after thee. And this is called Covenants in 
the plural Number, becauſe this Covenant was 
frequently renewed with Abraham himſelf, and 
with Iſaac and Jacob his Deſcendants. One Co- 
venant often renewed with ſome different Circum- 
ſtances, is called Covenants, And it is called a 
Covenant of Promiſe, becauſe it was founded in the 
precious Promiſes, which God made of a Meſſias to 
come, and of Salvation and eternal Happineſs to be 
obtained thro” him. Gen. xii. 3. And I will bleſs 
them t hat bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee ; 
and in thee ſhall all Families of the Earth be bleſs 
fed. To this the Epheſians were Strangers before 
their Converſion, and fo are all without the Church 
now. They are Strangers, net of the Family 
to which alone theſe Promiſes belong, not of the So- 
cicty or Corporation to which that Charter is given _ 
they have no more to do with chem, while without 
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i the Church, than i 
| Beings, not © 
| lowed; | 
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f they were of another Tribe or 

the Race of Adam. Hence fol- 
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. That they. were without Hope; without the 


Hope of eternal Happineſs after Death, and of all 
{|| the-Blefſings neceſſary unto it, Pardon, Peace and 
on of E For what could 
they found their Hopes upon? Their own Conſci- 
ences teſtified againſt them; the Wrath of God was _ 
in many Inſtances. revealed from Heaven againſt 


Renovation of Heart and Life: 


them, in the Puniſhment of Sinners like themſelves: 
They knew ol no Mediator nor Satisfaction to Ju- 
ſtice for making their Peace, nor of any ſupernatural 
Grace to conquer their Corruption, and to turn 
them from Sin; and without theſe chere was no at- 


| taining to Happineſs; ſo that they were without 
Hope, and ſo are all who at preſent are without 
the Church, they are in à hopcleſs and deſperatz 


Stace. R poke A 

F. They were without God. In the Greek it is 
Atheiſts: Not that they were ſpeculative Atheiſts, 
who denied and diſputed againſt rhe Being of God, 
or chat they denied any ſupreme Being to be honvur- 
ed by religious Service; no, they ſerved the Gods 
of the Nations, and the Ephe/ians particularly were 
Votaries of the Goddeſs Diana, Acts xix, 34, 35. 


But when they knew that he was a Few, all with 
one Voice, about the Space of two Hours, cried out, 


Great is Diana of the Epheſians. Aud when the. 
Town Clerk had appeaſed the People, be ſaid, ye 
Men of Epheſus, What Man is there that kneweth 
not bow that the City of the Epheſians is a Morſbip- 
per of the great Goddeſs Diana, and of the Image 


bisch fell down from Fupiter? But the Meaning 


is that they were without the true and ſaving * 
* 5 | . | Kage 
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Iledge of the one true {9.), Father of our Lorc 
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when ye knew not Gad, ye 


tain in their Imaginations, and. theif' fooliſh; Heats 
became Fools: And changed'the Glory of the uncory- 


"deſtitute of the true Knowledge of the. only trut God, 


worſhip him in an acceptable mantier, and for the 


Nature, and unacquainted with true regenerating | 
and ſaving Grace. Tis evident from the Scrip- 
tures, that beſides the external Profeſſion of Religi- 
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Jeſus Chriſt : And perhaps the juſt Commentgrj 
upon this Expreſſion lies, Gal. iv. 8. Howheit, then 
didi Service mito the 

which by Nature are no Gods.'| Rom. i. 2:1;:2 23/83 
Becauſe that when - they knew. God, they gioniſs 
him not as God, neither were | thankful,” - but becam 


was darkned. Profeſſing themſelves to be-wiſe,; th 


ruptible God, into an Image made lite to corruptibh 
Man, and to Birds, and four-footed . Reafts ane 
creeping Things. Thus they were without God, and 
ſo ſtill are all without the Church of God ; they are 


they know not his glorious Perfections; they: do not 


moſt part do worſhip Idols and many oi them do 


worſhip the Devil, the ' worſt of Beings and the 
greateſt Enemy to the great God and our Saviour. 


2. Nor are they in a better Condition, who, tho?! 


they have the Name of Chriſtians, are ſtill uncon- 
verted: They are baptized, - they are | externally | 
within the Church, but they are ſtill in a State of 


on, it is neceſſary that our Natures and our State 
be changed, Foby iii. 3. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid | 


* unto Vim, verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except 4 
© Man be born again, be cannot ſee the Kingdom of | 
God. 2 Cor. v. 17. Therefore if any Man be: in 
Cbriſ, be is a new Creature: Old Things are paſt | 
away, behold, al Things are become new. And 
While this Change is 8 Men, tho” bapt 
1 . 
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Is bearing the Chriſtian, Name, are in no better 
Prate than ſuch. as are without the Church. For, 
n They are deſtitute of the true Knowledge of 
d; und of Jeſus Chriſt the only Mediator berwixt 
God and Man, 1 Cor. ii. v1 4. But the natural Man 
| roveiverb not abe Things of. the Spirit of Cd: For 
bey ars Fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerued. Ev'n 
che moſt knowing and learned among unconverted 
Sinners, are ignorant of Cod and Chriſt: 'Tho' 
{| they have ſome ſpeculative and ſuperficial Know- 
|| ledge of the Divine Nature, and of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, it is not true Knowledge, as not having in 
Ir a ſirm Perſuaſion of the Truth, nor a Heart-af- 
| Pong e theſe glorious Objects upon 
their Minds: They may talk ſometimes of them 
[ Sith Learning and Eloquence, and alas! many of 
(Altem learn to talk of them for that end, that they 
may talk and diſpute againſt them; but all this is 
but a ſuperficial, uſeleſs and ineffectual Knowledge, 
they are ill ignorant of God and Chriſt, and may 
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|| juſtly be ſaid to be without Chriſt, and without God 
z the Horld. | But this is eſpecially true of theſe 


poor Places in many Chriſtian Countries, where the 
Inhabitants are in little, better State than the Pagans 


[ 
' 
| 


| | - theniſclves;//as in many remote barbarous Places of 
our own Land, where, - tho” the poor Inhabitants 
bare perhaps baptized in their Infancy, yet, for want of 


Education when they come up, they are loſt in Igno- 


rance, and are as little acquainted. with Chriſtianity: 
as if they had been born and lived in à Heathen 
Country, they know: nothing of the Power of Godli- 
neſs, and all their Religion conſiſts in ſome ſuper- 
/ itious Obſervancters. 


2. Un- 
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2. 8 e are lienated from Spi- 
ritual and Divine Things, they do not apply 85 
Thoughts to them but with Averſion ; 22 whih 


they think of them, they do not reliſi them: Tall 
to them of a profitable Bargain, and their Heart 


rejoice within them; but ſpeak to them of laing u 

reaſures in Heaven, and they ſnrug up. Tick 
Shoulders, and will ſcarce deign to hear it? That 
may be well 1 to them, which the Apoſtl 
ſays of the Heathen World, Epb. iv. 18. T 
they are alienated from the Life of God, bro uh 
Ignorance that is in them. - 

3. They have no Part in the Favour of God, nor. 
in the Merits and Purchaſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
They do not believe in him, and ſo have no * nor 

Part in theſe Things, Acts viii. 21, 1 

4. They are ſtrongly averſe from what is Good, 

and prone to what is Evil: They are conſtantly 


81 


conſulting in their Hearts how to break Chriſt's" 
Bonds and to caſt bis Cords from them; and itiwards | 
ly ſaying, they will not have this Man to reign over | 
them. And this Corruption in the Heart, when it 
is ripened, fixeth into evil Habits, which work and 


exert themſelves in the ontward Practice. By theſe 


they are clothed with the Works of Darkneſs, Rom. 
xiii, 12. And many come the length mentioned by | 
the Apoſtle, Eph. iv. 19. Who being paſt feeling, | 


babe given themſelves over into L 


work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs - This is —— f 
Condition of unconyerted Sinners for the moſt Fart. 


And therefore, 


J. They cannot, while they continue in that State, 
be faves: They believe nor in Chriſt, they live in 

Oppoſition to 115 holy Commandments, and are in 
| ee of Enmity with him, and theretore cannot 


2 be 
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rel ein vi, 38. Bur I 7 unto you, that 50 
75 Baus ſeen me, and believe not. _ 
5 They muſt certainly periſh, and be miſerable 
all Expreſſion, John iii. 36. He that believ- 
on the Sou, bath ęverlaſting Life; and he that 
— not the Son, foal not ſee Life; but the 
ath of Cod abideth on him. Luke xix. 27. But 
beſe mine Enemies that would not that I ſhould reign 
them, bring bither, and ſlay them before me. 
ohn iii. 18. He that believeth on him, is not con- 
emned : But be that believeth not, is condemned 
already, 'becauſe he bath not believed in the Name of 
f! ah only begotten Son of God. 
Atſter all this, it is eaſily underſtood in the third 
| Place how miſerable all unconverted Sinners, whe- 
| ther within or without the Church, muſt be. 
1. They are deſtitute of all the Pleaſure of ſpiri- 
i tual Contemplation, and of beholding by Faith and 
{|| believing Meditation the beautiful and bieſſed Scenes 
| l of the ſpiritual World. They know not what it is 
to behold. Gol in Chriſt reconciling the World to bim- 
ſelf: They ſee not Chriſt as Head of his ſpiritual 
Body, his Church, uniting all his Members to him- 
| ſelf, and diffuſing thro? them the Spiritual and Di- 
vine Life by the Influences of his Holy Spirit : 'They 
cannot partake of the Pleaſure of beholding the bleſ- 
ſed Intercourſe betwixt God and his People, by mu- 
tual Fellowſhip: They cannot lift up their Eyes and 
.behold, as God's Peop Ie do, the Manſions of the 
Blefſed, and the Glory of the Saints, and of our 
wbleſſed Lord, which afrerwards is to be more fully 
revealed. O! what Miſery | Men of Study eſteem 
the Pleaſure of Contemplation as the greateſt they 
ever enjoyed; and upon the Diſcovery of an un- 
| Known Truth have ſacrificed Hecatombs to the 17 
G3 
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fes ; 07 much more pleaſant muſt the 
and Contemplation of f| 1 Things be? Ho 
great then the Miſery of the Want of it? The un- 
converted are like brute Beaſts, who know Oy | 
more than Senſuality. 

2. They are without the Pleaſures of a holy Lit 
and of the Peace of a good Conſcience, Phil. iv. 1 
And the Peace of God, which paſſeth all Duderſt 
ing, ſhall keep your Hearts and Minds through 0 
x Iſai. lvii. 21. There is no Peace, ſaith my 

od, to the Wicked. Pſal. Cxix. 165. Great Peace 
have they which love thy Law; and nothing ſhall offend 
them, 4 
3. They are deſtitute of the Pleaſure and oy o 
Fellowſhip and Communion with God in Chriſt, 
which God in Chriſt manifeſts himſelf to the Soul, 
by the Influences of the Holy Spirit, and whereby | 
the Soul is made to rejoice with Foy unſpeakable and | 
full of Glory: Theſe tranſcendant Pleaſures are re- 
ſerved for ſuch as love Chriſt and keep his Command- 
ments. Fob. xiv. 21, 23. He that bath my Com- 
mandments, and keepeth them, be it is that loveth 
me: And be that loveth me, " ſhall be loved of my |} 

Father, and I will love bim, and mani feſt my ſelf 
to bim. If a Man love me, he will keep my Words : 
And my Father will love him, and we will come . unto 
bim, and make our Abode with him. Ol all theſe 
therefore the Unconverted are wholly deſtitute,” : O 
what Miſery; To be deprived of ſuch glorious 
Pleaſures, is a Miſery infinitely greater than to be 
without the greatelt Pleaſures of Senſe ; a greater 
Miſery than to be without our daily Bread, nay e- 
ven without Life it ſelf : Theſe temporal Things are 
but carnal and earthly, and aftord but carnal and 
9957 Pleaſure ; but ** with God 1 N 
anyor . 
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lebende the pureſt LK * Pleaſire to the - 
Soul, it aſſimilates our Souls to God, and prepares 
Ius for 1 State of abſolute Perfection and complete 
4 Unregenerate Men are continually doing E- 
| vil: The . Imaginations of the Thoughts of their 
I} Hearts are evil, and only evil continually ; their Na- 
| tures are wholly. corrupted : And, as a corrupt 
| Tree cannot produce good Fruit, ſo neither can a 
[1] corrupted Nature put forth good Actions. Not on- 
ly are their more groſs ITranſgreſſions wicked; but 
| | their more indifferent A ions of human Life, which 
in their general Nature are lawful, in them are ſin: 
ful. Even the Plowing of the Wicked is Sin, ſaith 
Solomon, Prov, xxi. 4. And what is the ſad Effect 


| of this? Even this, that they are daily hardening 
themſelves more and more in their Sins. They are 
running deeper and deeper in the Score with God, 
and treaſuring up to themſelves more and more 
VMrath againft the Day of Wrath, and Revelation 4 
|| #be' rigbteous' Judgment of God. How uretche 
then and miſerable muſt their Condition be for ever; 
, | unleſs, by the converting Grace of God's Holy Spi- 
mt, they be happily turned from Darkneſs unto Light, 
aud from the Power of Satan unto. God ? 
3. In all the Calamities of this preſent Life, which 
are great and many, and of various Kinds, they 
have no true Ground of Hope of true Conſolat ion 
under them, and of Deliverance from them; under 
Want of the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life, 
they haye no Ground to expect Supply, except the 
general Goodneſs of God, to which their own Con- 
1 9 — them they have no Title: Under the 
many Sins which they are daily committing, they 
have no Gtound to hope for Pardon: And age 
Wins iS | - - * 
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| the Fear U Death, and the terrible 'Ap 


under a Curſe, the Curſe of a holy and almighty 
.God, who tells us by his holy Apoſtle, quoting the 
Words of Moſes, Curſed is 476 one that com inueii 
not in all Things which are written in the Book 
the Law to do them, Gal. Iii. 10. As long as 

continue unconverred, this Curſe ſtands in full F orce 


/ 
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6 15 3 
pprehenfions 
of the Wrath of God; they have no Ground te 
hope for eternal Life in ache World. So that! 
all the Calamities of this Life, and all the Feurs' of 
Death, and all the Anxieties about an Alter: ſtate fali 
upon them, with their full Weight, without the 
leaſt Degree of true Hope to comfort them; and 
there remains nothing for them, but to lie down 1 
Deſpair, lex inſtead” 5 Hope, 1 a ro 
ul Looking for of Judgment and firey Indignati 
115 are l fs 10 the World. . © whar a | 
hed Condition is this? 
6. All unconverted Sinners are Subjects of the 
Kingdom of Satan: They are Slaves to that cruel } 
5 — who keeps them in the greateſt Bondage, and 
entices them by the Pleaſures of Sin, that he may | 
. make them feel the Pains and Torments df 
He is the God of this Werld. 2 Cor. iv. 4. 


And the Spire ff that worketh in the Children of Diſo- 


bedience. Eph. ii. 2. O! how miſerable are they 
who are under ſuch a Dominion, and ſubject to ſuch 
a terrible Monſter of Wickednels, who tempts and ſe- 
duces them to Sin, for no other End, but tflat he 
may maliciouſly. triumph in their eternal Miſery; 
and who has no Reward to beſtow upon his Ser- 
vants, for all the Drudgery which he makes them 
undergo, but a Share of theſe exquiſite Torments 
which he himſelf ſuffers. 

7. All impenitent and unconverted Sinners are 


| 


16 3 
ber our Heads, OY le to all rhe Calan 4 
dies of Soul and Body, which an infinitely wile = 5 
tan contrive, and an almighty God can infli& up 
Creatures of our Frame, Now what 4 miſerable | 
State is this to be in? 
This is a very -uncomfortable and _- dilniat Account 
of the State of unconverted Sinners. And we would 
"i been glad to ſpate it, if it were not neceſlary : 
at 8 is the Caſe, and it is better an un- 
leafant- Truth ſhould be told, than that a deſtructive 
Miſtake ſhould be entertained ; tis better the Wound 
mould be rip'd up, than that the miſetable Parient 
thould die of it and periſh, 
, It remains that we * ſhould make Application of 
What has been ſaid, by ſomic Inferences. 
a Inference firſt, We ſce here great Ground for the 
wilelt and beſt of Men to be humble. Whatever 
we are by Rank, Whatever we are by intellectual 
"Endowments or Attainments, whatever we are by 
Study or by Grace, we are by Nature Children of 
Wrath, we are Strangers tothe Covenants of Promiſe 
when born; and while we live unconverted, we are 
wit hout Cod and without Chriſt in the World. Shalb 
ve then ever prelume to think highly of our ſelves? 
God forbid. Let us be clothed with the deepeſt Hu- 
mi lity, 1 Pet. v. 5. 
f. 2d. 5 us highly eſteem the Goſpel, and a 
SGoſpel-Revelation, which delivers us from that 
State of groſs Darkneſs and Alienation . from. God, 
which the Heathen World are under; and let us 
bleſs. God for the glorious Goſpel of his Sdn? where 
by Life and Immortality are brought to Light, and a 
{are Way to eternal Salvation is made known. Bleſ- 
N. is th * i know * e N ' ab 
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alt walk, © Lord, in the Light of thy Conntenancs, 
Plal. Ixxxix. 15. | | 


Inf. zd. Let this Doctrine allarm and excite all 


unconverted Sinners, to an earneſt Concern for their 


eternal State: O Sinners ! think of the diſmal and 
periſhing State in which you are, and never reſt till 
you be brought from Datkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God. Suffer me to addreis you, 
in the Words of our Lord himſelf. -Eph v. 14. A-' 
wake thou that ſleepeſt, and riſe from the Dead, aud | 
Chrift ſball give thee Light. Are you ſo mad, as 

to chuſe Darkneſs rather than Light? Are you in 
Love with Bondage to Sin and Satan, preferably 70 
the Liberty of the Children of God? Are you wil- 
ling to be dead in Treſpaſſes aud Sins, rather than 
10 be alive unto Righteouſneſs through Feſus Chriſt our | 
Lord? Are you willing to periſh, rather than to 
live for ever? If you are, your Deſtruction will be 
of your ſelves; and this everlaſting Goſpel, which 
brings to you the joy ful News of Salvation thro” a 
Saviour, will be a Witneſs againſt you, and con- 
demn you. Job. iii. 19. And this is the Condemnas= | 
tion, that Light is come into the World, and Men 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds x 
are evil, Conſider this, and ſhew your ſelves Men: 


Turn from your Sins unto the Lord. Flee to the 


Merits of Jcſus Chritt, for the Pardon of your ori- 
ginal and actual Sin; cry to a gracious God through 
him, that he may {frecly pardon all your Sins, and | 
receive you graciouſly into his Favour: And, as 

ou are capable, carneſtly implore the plentiful Ef- 


- fuſion of his almighty and victorious Grace, 10 turn 
.you from Darkneſs to bis marvelous Light; and to | 


„ 


fulſil in you the good Pleaſure of bis Goodneſs. Who 


ows but that, when you arc doing ſo, the Al- | 
| * © "mighty | 
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int Angel may move the Waters, and you may 
pe healed ? | 
arb. Let us, who are happily. brought out of 
[Darkneſs into Light by converting Grace, be thank- 
FI td our gracious God and blefled Redeemer, who 
Has made us who were born blind to fee, who has 
mabled us who were born lame to walk, and taiſed 
co Lite us who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sims : By 
| Grace ye are ſaved, Eph. ii. 5. And the leaſt Re- 
Fram that can be expected from us, tor ſo great 
und diſtinguiſhing a Bleſſing, is Gratitude and 
Praiſe. | 1 

Inf. 5th. Let us pity thoſe who are in an igno- 
rant and unconverted State, whether without or 
Within the Church. Let our Hearts be moved and 
melt wichin us, at the Thoughts of miſerable periſh- 
3 We pity the blind, the lame, the diſ- 
xa 


ſed; who are languiſhing under bodily Diſcaſes, and 
dying ot them. And why ſhould we not piry thoſe, 
ho are periſhing etetnally under ſpirirual ones? Let 
uz then pity them, and have Compaſſion upon them, 
und thew our Compaſſion in a proper Manner. And 
| if yon 'ssk me how? Lanſw err. „ 
IJ. By praying for them, that God may enlighten 
them, and convert them by his Divine Grace, ard 
muy provide and direct the Means neceſſary for that 
Happy End. Let us be earneſt and importunate 
With him in Prayer, that he may give Light to them 
bat fit in Darkne(s, and in the Region and Shadow 
| of Death; that he may make the dry Bones to live, 
| and raiſe from the Dead ſuch as are dead in Treſ- 
[| Paſſes aud Sus. OTH 1 0 
2. Let us not grudge our own perſonal Pains and 
Labour in promoting ſo good a Work, as the in- 
Kraging and converting Sin ners. Our bleſſed 2 | 
ien | N 0 
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God himſelf in our Kaus when on Earth, «made 
this his great Buſineſs, He went about doing Good, 
Acts x. 38. to the Souls as well as the Bodies g 
Men. After him, his holy Apoſtles went through» 
out all Nations teaching and inſtructing Men # 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel, and converting them 
to the Chriſtian Faith: For this good End the 
ſpared no Pains nor Travel, they readily 'hazarder 
their Lives both by Sea and by Land; they under: 
went the greateſt Hardſhips that human Nature 
could endure, and even cheerfully laid down theix 
Lives for the effectual Inſtruction and Confirmation 
of Men in the Faith and Obedience of our. hi 
Chriſtian Religion. And that we may not have 1 
to ſay, that theſe great Examples are too high 
be imitated by us, let us remember that others lik 
our ſelves have copied alter them: Of whom I'd 
not know a more worthy and commendable Inſtance 
than that eminent Servant of God, Mr. Fobn E 
liot, a Miniſter of the Goſpel in New-Englaud, wh 
ſpent much of his Time and Pains in inſtructing an 
converting the wild Indians about New” Bu 


bet wixt the Years 1646 and 1687 ; this good an 
holy Man with unwearied Study learned the hard 
and batbarous Language of the Indians, till by 
could preach in it; he with incredible Pains tranſ 
lated the holy Scriptures into that Language. He 
grudged not to bear the greateſt Fatigue, and td 
ſuffer the greateſt Hardſhips in going through th 
Country preaching the Goſpel to theſe poor Heaj 
thens: And it pleaſed God fo to bleſs his Labourg 
that he lived to fee four and twenty Congregatio 
of Indians profeſſing the Name of Chriſt, and twen 
ty four Iudiaus preaching the Goſpel among - thet 
beſides ſeveral 3 who ſpoke the 4 | 
2 


e Ane fhatt not we according to our 
tunitiés, 25 ready to lay out our Pains and 
"> 55 for the converting at ſaving of periſhing 
ers? We are not all called to be Preachers or 
Evangeliſts, but we are called, as we hays Occaſi- 
on, to ſaye Souls from Death, by our Example, In- 
traction and Admonition in a private Way; and 
by encouraging others to do in a more publick man- 
Pant what we our ſelves are not capable of oy in 
erfon. 
1 3. Let us bonour the Lord with our Subſtance in 
this, and libetally contribute to the Charges neceſ- 
ary for inſtructing the ignorant both at Home and 
Abroad. If we cannot do it from a plentiful and 
overflowing Eſtate, let us ſave it from the unlaw- | 
[ful Pleaſures of ſenſual Love, and from the Charges 
[of a gaudy and (plendid Dreſs ; and from the vain 
[Diverſions df Balls and Comedies, which have come 
ut lately to be known. in this Coun try, and yer 
| there is more beſtowed upon theſe b many than 
this pious Deſign of propagating Chriſtian 
1 e I cannot ſay this without much Re- 
grete and Grief of Mind, for my beloved Country- 
| men who ſo fal miſplace their Expences ; and ſhall 
Hay for their Conviction, if they will hearken to it, 
that one Soul ſaved from Ignorance and Miſery by | 
our Means, will add infinitely mote to our Glory 
in the End, than all our wotldly Ornaments can 
add to our Splendor and Magnificence in this pre- 
ent Life, and will give us more Joy upon Reflection 
khan all theſe paſſing Pleaſures can. 
+ Inf. 6th. Let us bleſs God who puts it into the 
| Hans of ſo many worthy Perſons, of different Sta- 
tions and Characters, to labour {0 unweariedly in 
5 ulelul a Work as the propagar ing of Chriſtian 
Knoy- 
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Knowledge both at Home and Abroad; Her 
might juſtly and without any Flattery, expatiate ut 
the Praiſes of the Honourable and Reverend Mem 
bers of this excellent Society: I might ſpeak to the . 
Praiſe of the Honourable Perſon * who fits at theis 
Head, and who, notwithſtanding of his great Age, 
and a great Load of Buſineſs, unweariedly labours - 


in taking Care of that pious Work, I might { 


of the Carc and ready Attendance of other Honours 


able Perſons of the ' ſame Bench, and of worthy 
Gentlemen of other Characters and Denominations; 
but as I know that they ſerve in this pious Wo 


from a more noble Principle, than the Love of hu 


man Praiſes, I ſhall wholly wave this rich and co- 
pious Part of the Subject, having detained you toq 


long already. Suffer me only to add, for the Eu- 
couragement of the honourable and worthy Mem- 


bers ot this Society, and to excite them to Perſeve- 
rance in their Duty, the Words of the Apoſtle, Gal 


vi. 9. And let us not be weary in well-doing, for is 


due Seaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not. 


And further, for encouraging others to contribute, 
I doubt not it appears by Experience, that they who 
are able and willing to make Donations or Mortifte 


cat ions for pious Uſes, cannot employ their Money 
any where with a more certain Proſpect of its bei 
fairhfully and d iſintereſtedly employed for the laude 


able Deſign, than with the Society for propagating | 


_ Chriſtian Knowledge. I can ſay it freely and with- 


out all Flattery, rhat I never knew any publick De- ö , 
fign managed in a mote honeſt and eee 4 
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tree, k * . . 
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| Mende tho this is and always has been; now 5 
ging Trac of Tears. And therefore all whom God 
EC haenaliled;. may freely contribute with à liberal 
Hand, being Suck againſt Embezalements,. and 
ed upan the; beſt; Grounds, that their Money 
be cmplayed for the pious Purpoſe for which 
they give it, of propagating the Knowledge of the 
| of Gad. At the fame Time our Encourage- 
| ment. otherwiſe ta promote this good Deſign. is 
— 4 The Bleifing of God ſeems viſibly to ac- 
1 ps pious Deſign of propagating the Goſ- 
F 5 The- Proteſtant Miſſions to the Eaſt Indies 
been abd; fill are remarkably ſuccefsful + Somie 
of our Brethien in Irelaud, ate nrofecuting the ſame 
good Deſign: Many worthy Gentlemen at London 
art ſtretching forth their Hands to join wich us, and 
kelp us in this Work, and have already been at 


2 
10 it, not without conſiderable Succeſs; the Endea- 
ours of the Society here have been remarkably 
bleſſed of God, not only for ſpreading the Know- 
ledge of the Goſpel in the remote and barbarous 
Places of our on Country, but are beginning to 
due place in America alſo. What promiſing Ap- 
penrances are theſe? And what Encouragement do 
they give us to contribute > What if this be the 
| dawning of theſe happy Times, I bon the Earth ſhall 
de fall of the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 
EF  eover the Sea, Tia. xi. 9. and when the Kingdoms 
; "this World, are to become the Kingdom f our 
2 u end of bis Chriſt, Rev. xi. 15, And what an 
IE Honour will it be for us to have a Hand in ſo glo- 


= Fious a Work? | 
"Tt i de asked, when fhatt choke Demands of Con- 


i | $ nll 

p” Wy 
3 ine 
+ : ** 0 24 , 
. | n 


Pains to procure Contributions and Donations 


eee 1 anſwer, never til an good 9 
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ſign of them be accom o wit, the Conver⸗ 
fon of ignorant and unbelieving Sinners to che 
Knowledge and Faith of the Goſpel, as far as our | 
ſſibly reach. We have 


be Rill con- 


pliſhed, t 


Power and Influence can 
no Reaſon to grudge, tho we ſhould 
tributing from Time to Time, as we can ſpare it, 
to our Life's End: God is ſtill blefling us with new 
Returns of his Favour throughout the returning 
Days and Years of our Life; and this very Day has 
entered us into a new Year after all the Years we 
have formerly miſimproved; and tho' many of oat 
Friends and Neighbours.are at preſent under great 
Affliction, yet we are in comfortable Circumſtances; 


and concerning many of our Friends we have En- 


couragement to hope that they ſhall recover. | 
ſhall we grudge to beſtow a Part of what he fo frees | 
ly gives us, towards the Converſion of poor Sinners, 
for whom, for what we know, Chriſt died. I con- 


clude with reading the Apoſtle's Words, 1 Tim. vi 
17, 18, 19. Charge them that are rich in this World, _ 
that they be not high. minded, nor truſt in uncertalts 


Riches, but in the living God, who gi veth us richly 
That they do Good, that they 


all Things to enjoy: 


: 


be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate ; laying up in Store for themſelves a 

good Foundation againſt the Time to come, that they + 
eternal Life, . 


may lay hold on 
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